
 

Goods Documents  required C us toms  P rescriptions Remarks
Removal goods • DA 304 a nd P . 1. 160. 

• O R IG INAL P a s s port including pa ge 
with da te of entry in S outh Africa . 

• Deta iled inventory for a ttes ta tion 
• P erma nent res idence  documents or 
• T empora ry res idence  permit a nd 

work permit. 

Duty free O wner of the s hipment  mus t be in S outh 
Africa before C us toms  clea ra nce ca n ta ke 
pla ce. 

 
R eturning res idents  mus t ha ve been out of 
S outh Africa for a n unbroken  period of a t lea 
s t 6 months . 

Diploma ts ' remova ls • Deta iled inventory. 
• Diploma tic clea ra nce. 
• C ertifica te from releva nt E mba s s y in S 

outh Africa , a nd counters igned by S 
outh Africa n Depa rtment of F oreign Affa 

Duty free  

W edding trous s ea ux Invoice required. S ubject to pa yment of duties .
Inherita nce • C opy of Dea th C ertifica te. 

• C opy of will of decea s ed or 
certified releva nt extra ct there 
from or copy of 
P roba te from the C ourt, if the decea 
s ed died inters ta te. An E nglis h tra ns 
la tion is neces s a ry if document is  
not in E nglis h. 

• Inventory (if copy W ill or other 
document does  not s pecifica lly deta il 
the goods  to be imported)  with s 
upporting decla ra tion from the L a wyer 
confirming tha t the goods  to be 
imported  a re the lega tee's  rightful s ha 
re of the es ta te. 

• Import permit. 
• Decla ra tion from the L ega tee 

confirming tha t he is a perma nent res 
ident in S outh Africa a nd a beneficia 

Duty free entry if the lega tee is perma 
nently res iding in S outh Africa . 

 
Duty is pa ya ble on motorca rs , motor cycles  
a nd mopeds . A “L etter of Authority” (L O A) is  
to be 
is s ued by the S outh Africa n B urea u of 
S ta nda rds in P retoria . 

T he goods  s hould not be dis pa tched  until the 
C us toms  ha ve given a uthority for Duty 
free entry. 

New furniture, H ous ehold 
items , P res ents  a nd S 
ouvenirs 

 S ubject to pa yment of full duties .  
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G oods Documents  required C us toms  P res criptions R ema rks
W orks of a rt, Antiques  Duty free entry if: 

• W orks of a rt a re forming a pa rt of a 
bona fide hous ehold remova l, or 

• Articles a re over 100 yea rs old. 
• T hes e a rticles ha ve been in the us e 

a nd pos s es s ion of the owner for 
more tha n 12 months  a nd 

• Are not for s a le or other dis pos a l.

 

P recious  meta l objects  Duty free entry is a llowed on the s a me ba s is
a nd under  the s a me conditions  a s 
furniture a nd other a rticles . 

 

Motor ca rs , motor-cycles , 
mopeds , power-driven 
boa ts with inboa rd 
engines 

• C us toms  form DA 304/A 
• R egis tra tion pa pers 
• Document s howing tha t the vehicle 

ha s been in the owner's  us e a nd 
pos s es s ion 
a broa d for more tha n 365 da ys before 
the importa tion of the vehicle (origina l 
purcha s e invoice, ins ura nce certifica te, 
etc. . . ) 

• Import permit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• A “L etter of Authority” (L O A) is s ued by the

S outh Africa n B urea u of S ta nda rds in 
P retoria , ha s to be s ubmitted  to C us 
toms a t the time of clea ra nce of a ll 
motor 
vehicles (excluding motor cycles ) 

Duty free entry if: 
T he vehicles (ca rs , motor cycles , mopeds ) 
will not be s old or otherwis e dis pos ed of for 
2 yea rs a fter the da te of importa tion. 
V a lue Added T a x a t current ra te is a s s es s 
ed on the imported  va lue of the vehicle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A fee of R 1800. 00 per vehicle, pa ya ble to the
S AB S is a pplica ble. 

T empora ry res idents  mus t pa y a C AS H 
C us toms  B ond to cover full duties  a nd ta xes  
a nd ca n only a pply for a refund from the S 
outh 
Africa n Depa rtment of C us toms  & E xcis e of 
this 
C a s h B ond on proof of re-export of the 
motor ca r from S outh Africa . 

 
R eturning res idents  pa y full duties  a nd ta 
xes . T empora ry res idents  mus t provide a 
cus toms bond  to cover full duties  a nd ta 
xes , a nd do not need a n Import P ermit. 

 
F oreign Diploma ts pa y no duties  or ta xes , 
s ubject to provis ion of Diploma tic clea ra 
nce certifica te, a nd proof of va lue. 

 
No left-ha nd drive motor vehicles new or 
us ed purcha s ed a fter J a nua ry 1s t, 2000, 
will be 
a llowed to be imported  in S outh Africa . 

C a ra va ns , tra ilers  S ubject to pa yment of duties .  
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G oods Documents  required C us toms  P res criptions R ema rks
Da ngerous  G oods , F irea rms • Import permit 

• S outh Africa n P olice F irea rm R egis tra r 
C ertifica te S AP 312

  

Na rcotics , drugs , incitements Importa tion prohibited. 
P la nts  a nd vegeta ble P hytos a nita ry certifica te.
Dogs , C a ts , B irds • R a bies V a ccina tion certifica te 

• H ea lth certifica te 
• Import permit 

Import permit gra nted  a fter the owner ha s  
ma de a rra ngements for the period of qua ra 
ntine 
required  for pets  tra velling from mos t, but 

 

W ine, liquor, a lcohol • Import permit 
• L iquor remova l certifica te

S ubject to pa yment of full duties . It’s  neces s a ry to fulfil thes e conditions  
before the a rriva l of the s hipment. 

P ornogra phic books a 
nd ma ga z ines , "wa lkie-
ta lkie" 
ra dios , certa in fea thers , 
furs , s kins , tus ks , etc. of a 
nima ls 

 Importa tion prohibited.  

 
F umiga tio n o f w o o 
d pa c k a ging 

 E ffective J a nua ry 01, 2005 
 

Ins pectors  from the S outh Africa n 
Depa rtment of Agriculture will ins pect
Import S hipments  a t S outh Africa n 
P orts to determine tha t this 
requirement ha s been a dhered  to 
a nd obvious ly s hipments  conta 
ining wood 
pa cka ges  not ha ving the IS P M 15 
ma rk will not be a llowed into S outh 
Africa . 

W e therefore  urge you to res ea rch this 
requirement with your s uppliers  of wood / 
timber pa cka ging ma teria ls a t origin to ens 
ure tha t this 
S outh Africa n regula tion is complied  with. 

E ffective J a nua ry 1s t, 2005 a new 
regula tion to import s hipments  pa 
cked in wood will be implemented. 

 
A ll w o o d pa c k a ging utilis ed o n Impo rt 
S hipments  to S o uth A fric a mus t be " IS P M 
15" c ertified a t o rigin.  T his mea ns tha t 
E a ch wooden cra te tha t comes  into the 
country mus t be trea ted a ga ins t pla 
gues a nd ma rked in a ccorda nce with 
the requirement  of IS P M 15. 

 
Ins pec to rs fro m the S o u th A fric a n 
Depa rtment  o f A gric u ltu re will ins pec 
t Impo rt S hipments  a t P o rts  
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G oods Documents  required C us toms  P res criptions R ema rks
   to a nd o bv io u s ly s hipments  c o nta 

ining wo o d pa c k a ges  no t ha v ing the 
IS P M 15 ma rk will no t be a llo wed in 
the c o u ntry . 

 
F or more deta ils go 
to: 
http: //www. nda . a gric . 
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